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two judgments were probably, and the third one cer-
tainly, correft. Evidence from other sources goes to
prove that Mrs. Wheeler, obsessed with her own con-
fused and turgid intellect, had indeed set up as a sort of
revolutionary sibyl. Atheism, communism of an O wen-
ite-plus-Jacobin kind, and, most emphatic of all, militant
feminism, filled her mind with heady abStraftions and
her mouth with rhetoric. She talked incessantly, and
was the more quickly convinced of her own inspired
Tightness because no one interrupted her. Her house-
hold was afraid to do so; and the group of thinkers
with whom she spent her time were so accuStomed all
to talk at once that they found it unnecessary. Neverthe-
less, and despite its silly shallowness, Mrs. Wheeler's
extremism had a large share in disturbing the always
unsteady equilibrium of her younger daughter's mind.
Naturally enough, when firSt she fled from the quarrels
and declamations of Caen, Rosina readied violently
againSt all advanced ideas. Mary Greene records a
conversation in Ireland when the girl upheld the
sanftity of the Bible and of established institutions
generally againSt the theories of the very Robert
Owen whom her mother so admired, whom a year or
two later the young Bulwer was to visit in Scotland.
But during the very early years of her married life,
when Bulwer was himself tending to economic and
spiritual radicalism, when under the influence of Saint-
Simon he was becoming a champion of female emanci-
pation, she came into a sympathy with Mrs. Wheeler
as violent as had been her former hostility. For a
short while Bulwer, Rosina and Rosina's mother
were to revel harmoniously in an orgy of subversiveness.
But a final irony came when, having quarrelled with
her husband (who in consequence went back on his
theories and became in his wife's words a " bashaw "),
the daughter hardened into a permanent replica of her
mother, becoming and remaining a feminist as wrong-